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The Mercy Hub acknowledges the traditional custodians on land in which
we work, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation. We pay our respects

to their elders past and present.

We are very grateful  to each of  the women who shared their

knowledge and insights  leading us into prayerfu l  ref lect ion dur ing

each Wednesday morning (Comfortable Cuppa Prayer )  throughout

September .  Our t ime together  was an opportuni ty  to respond to

the annual  invi tat ion and ca l l  of  Pope Francis  in ‘Laudato Si ’  to

pray and ref lect  on our care for  earth – ‘Our Common Home. ’  

As each week unfolded ,  we heard voices of  those who are

suf fer ing the impacts  of  c l imate change;  voices of  people who hold

generat ional  wisdom about  how to l ive grateful ly  wi thin the l imits

of  the land and i ts  waters ;  voices of  a  diminishing divers i ty  of

other-  than-  human species .  

Our specia l  thanks to Helen Nolen ,  Cathy Solano ,  Wendy F lannery ,

Sa l ly  Neaves and Patr ic ia  Powel l  who ref lect ively  and creat ively

guided us through var ious themes ,  to  rea l ly  l is ten to the Voice of

Creat ion.  We celebrated r ivers  and oceans ,  and the cry of  a l l  of

creat ion.  Urgent  and pract ica l  chal lenges and quest ions were

brought  to our at tent ion to ponder throughout  this  Season.  May

we cont inue to care for  our  common home and l is ten anew for  the

good news of  God ’s  promise ‘ to  renew the face of  the earth . ’

 “ I  have heard their  cry…I  know their  suf fer ings…Come now! I  wi l l

send you…I  wi l l  be with you. ”  [Exodus 3 : 1 - 12 ]

Do we not  seek to “ take our shoes of f ”  as  we recognize that  we

with a l l  of  creat ion ,  s tand on the hol iness of  our  very own

journey?

Celebrating the Season of Creation
from the Mercy Hub & virtually across the institute



To celebrate and honour

indigenous f i lm and

story ,  the Hub hosted an

indigenous f i lm evening.

‘Char l ie ’s  Country ’ ,  i s  a

f i lm that  explores l iv ing

in between two cul tures ,

indigenous and white ,

and the ef fect  of

government intervent ion

in t radi t ional  indigenous

way of  l i fe .  

This  f i lm prompted

discussions regarding

the complexi t ies  of

indigenous ident i ty ,

community ,  and the

intergenerat ional  t rauma

that  fo l lowed from

colonisat ion of  their

land.  

Indigenous Film 
Evening
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Tree Planting in
the Yarra Valley

As part  of  the Hub 's

commitment to car ing

for  our  Earth we

volunteered with

TreeProject ,  an NGO that

revegetates the Yarra

Val ley .

We spent  the day

plant ing t rees wi th

Young Mercy L inks

volunteers ,  Cassandra

Pr inzi  and Ruby

Glenister .

​I t  fe l t  great  to be putt ing

l i fe  into the ground and

we look forward to

seeing our p lants

f lour ish into a  nat ive

forest .  

Poetry 
Afternoon

Another most  enjoyable

af ternoon of  poetry

reading and

conversat ion was

shared by a group of

poetry lovers  on

Sunday ,  2  October .  

Two young univers i ty

students  who have

joined the group had

suggested the theme of

‘ f ly ing ’  for  the choice of

poems.  

Par t ic ipants  made

wonderful  choices ,

tak ing us down

unexpected paths and

var ied exper iences of

f ly ing .
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Decorative Cushions made for new
units at McAuley Services Sunshine

The Mercy Hub was invi ted to part ic ipate in a

smal l  pro ject  for  McAuley Services for  Women

for  their  new faci l i t ies  that  are being opened in

October .

The colours of  the mater ia ls  to make cushions

were chosen to compl iment  the colours in the

overa l l  pro ject .  A var iety of  s izes were prepared;

some pi l low s ize and other  smal ler  cushions that

gave the ef fect  of  re laxing and unwinding.

The women cut  the mater ia ls  together  at  the

Hub.  They then took the mater ia ls  home to

complete the sewing;  making thir ty-s ix  cushions .

Rosemary Pat terson ass is ted and encouraged

these women dur ing the weeks as the sewing

project  got  underway.

This  was an amazing achievement by these two

women who spent  many hours sewing even

though they were coping with some di f f icul t  and

uncerta in s i tuat ions in their  own l ives .

We were del ighted that  both Carol  Vale and

Blake Kempthorne ,  who have been responsib le

for  the development of  the uni ts ,  and who

provided the mater ia ls ,  jo ined us for  a

celebratory lunch and met the women who did

the sewing.




Mindfulness Walk
As part  of  the Season of  Creat ion ,

the Hub faci l i ta ted a Mindfulness

Walk a long the Merr i  Creek in

Fi tzroy North .

We acknowledged the importance

of  this  f resh water  ecosystems for

biodivers i ty  and as a  p lace of

s igni f icance for  Wurundjer i

people .

We took moments to walk s lowly

and exper ience the Creek ,  where

we discovered natura l  beaut ies

such as nests ,  possums ,  nat ive

plants  and birds .  As a  group ,  we

shared our exper ience of  what  we

observed and how we fe l t .

I f  you ' re interested in a

mindfulness walk ,  we suggest  the

resource 'Cosmic Sparks '  by Sr .

Margie Abbott .
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Upcoming Events

Hilda Wayne ,  ABC broadcaster  and producer ,  spoke of  the his tor ica l

inf luence of  Austra l ians in PNG and the importance of  Austra l ia ’ s

f r iendship to PNG and our ongoing support  for  i ts  development .  

You can f ind the recording on the ISMPANG Inst i tute websi te .

The Relationship between Australia & Papua New Guinea
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