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YOUNG MERCY LINKS
Young Mercy Links Victoria have had a fantastic start 
to the year! After a very difficult 2020 it was so lovely to welcome
all our new members, be able to physically be together and begin to
get some projects and programs off the ground.
      We started volunteering at the lovely Bethlehem house in
Reservoir pampering the residents there with pedicures, manicures
and facials.

     We were set for a great three days down at Cape Woolamai in a
fantastic beach house. The theme for the program was ‘Passion, Presence,
Purpose’, where we were to have some relaxing time together as Young
Mercy Links 2021. Our time was to include a number of reflective activities
including listening to a Buddhist nun speaking to us about the world as our
second self. We had planned to do yoga together on the beach. We look
forward to rebooking this for the coming months once travel restrictions
have lifted. For more information, on how to be part of our group, contact
Angela Scarafilo (angela.scarafilo@ismapng.org.au).
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Reconci l ia t ion Week provided an opportuni ty  for  Austra l ians to work towards a  more
uni ted Austra l ia .  We begin with the  acknowledgment of  our  his tory and the
mistreatment of  our  f i rs t  nat ion peoples .  
     On May 26th we commemorated Nat ional  Sorry Day dur ing our Comfortable
Cuppa as we explored the e lements of  reconci l ia t ion such as race re lat ions ,  equi ty ,
inst i tut ional  integr i ty ,  uni ty ,  and his tor ica l  acceptance.
     Mercy Hub hosted a nat ion-wide Zoom screening of  ‘Two Worlds , ’  a  TED ta lk  by
Ingr id Cummings .  At tendees were made aware of  Cummings '  exper ience  growing up
in the plura l i ty  of  being in indigenous and non- indigenous Austra l ia .  
     We engaged in deep discussion about  the importance of  acknowledging over  300
indigenous groups across Austra l ia  and how this  mult icul tura l  Austra l ia  exis ted pr ior
to colonisat ion.  I t  was a lso ra ised that   “ reconci l ia t ion needs to happen on a personal
level…and by using the power that  we have to ca l l  out  and chal lenge systemic
in just ice” .  
     Due to COVID restr ic t ions ,  severa l  of  our  program were cancel led ,  however we
are grateful  to have reached many organisat ions ,  schools ,  and people through onl ine
plat forms.

Vis i t  the TED Talk  l ink -  ht tps : / /youtu .be/b1XUOj13yuY

Exploring Themes of Injustice During Reconciliation Week

https://youtu.be/b1XUOj13yuY
https://youtu.be/b1XUOj13yuY
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Art and Drawing Classes Commence

On May 19th the Mercy Hub teamed up with local  Melbourne ar t is t ,  Phi l  Kreveld to of fer
f ree ar t  and drawing c lasses .  With support  f rom the local  Community Bendigo Bank ,  our
weekly c lasses provide a space  for  people to come together ,  engage in conversat ion ,
and learn ski l ls  in  penci l  and water  colour paint ing .  
     Our at tendees were most  impressed by Phi l  Kreveld ’s  fac i l i ta t ion and look forward
to cont inuing with the program.
     Due to COVID restr ic t ions ,  we wi l l  be resuming this  program on Wednesdays f rom
June 30th – Ju ly  21s t  2pm – 4pm at  617  Nicholson St  Car l ton North .
     A l l  are welcome to at tend ,  inc luding beginners .  Al l  mater ia ls  wi l l  be provided.

Contact  – ju l iet . ta lar ico@ismapng.org .au

RSVP -  ht tps : / / forms.g le/CSBwAmUR6Lg9P2w78 

mailto:juliet.talarico@ismapng.org.au
https://forms.gle/CSBwAmUR6Lg9P2w78
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African Family Gatherings

The Book Pro ject  went  wel l  dur ing
the f i rs t  two terms and the Afr ican
mothers are now looking at  changing
to another  pro ject .  Di f f icul t ies  were
faced dur ing the lockdown and 
 Rosemary cont inued to keep in
touch with the Afr ican fami l ies
through text  messages and phone
cal ls  as  the fami l ies  were unable to
meet  at  the Mercy Hub.  There are
now two women from di f ferent
Afr ican Nat ional i t ies  who are happy
to take responsibi l i ty  and chat  to the
women about  their  needs .  We are
therefore now in the process of
p lanning for  Term 3 and exci ted
about  this  which the picture below
shows.  (Rosemary Pat terson. )

Stay up to date wi th everything
happening at  the Mercy Hub

via the websi te
ht tps: / /www.mercyhub.org.au

or scan the QR code

Join Us In Our Upcoming Event:
NAIDOC Week celebrates the his tory ,  cul ture ,  and
achievements of  Aborig inal  and Torres Stra i t
Is lander peoples .  
  This  learning c i rc le  is  a  space for  people ,
par t icular ly  non- indigenous people ,  to  engage in
an open conversat ion with an indigenous e lder
and l is ten to his  exper iences of  connect ing to
country .


